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Hoa Nguyen Sahar Muranovic

July 22, 2021

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Today, the Gilbert Heights Community was saddened to hear that Jenni Fernandez Suarez 
died. Jenni just completed second grade here at GH. You may have seen a newspaper article 
in which there was a 7 year old and her father who died on the Sandy River. This was our 
Jenni. Jenni is survived by her mother and several siblings, two of which also attend Gilbert 
Heights and will be entering the fifth grade.

This is a loss for the family, our school and the David Douglas community. Our condolences go 
out to their family as they struggle to deal with this tragic event. At the same time, we recognize 
that the death of someone within our school raises questions and concerns for many. The loss 
of two lives may be difficult to understand.  As adults, we struggle with our own feelings along 
with trying to know what we can do or say to make a time like this easier for our children.  If you 
choose to share this information with your child, some things you can do are:

• Be sensitive to them needing or wanting to talk.
• If they already are aware, bring it up in case he/she/they are reluctant to do so.
• Ask about how your child is feeling and accept those feelings as stated.  Resist the 

impulse to minimize the pain, deny the feelings or give advice. Just listen.
• Realize that kids move in and out of the grief process, but it is very intense for them when 

they are experiencing sadness/anxiety/fear.  
• Encourage them to go out and be active and celebrate life in any way they can. Those 

periods of reprieve are important in sustaining health and recovery.
• Remember the importance of humor and laughter. 

If you have any questions or think your child needs some extra support at this time, please let 
us know. On Monday, July 26th, we will have a counselor available by phone at 503-256-6502. 
The Gilbert Heights community is also working to identify how to best support Jenni’s family. If 
you would like to join in these efforts, please reach out to us for additional information.

Sincerely,
 
Shannon Deems (she/her)
Principal, Gilbert Heights Elementary
David Douglas School District
shannon_deems@ddsd40.org
503.256.6502




